Histopathologic confirmation of complete cancer-cell kill in excised specimens after renal cryotherapy.
We present the first case of complete documentation of total cancer ablation in a previously cryoablated human renal tumor. A 61-year-old patient with metachronous bilateral renal cell carcinoma was treated with open partial nephrectomy and subsequently laparoscopic cryoablation. His renal function deteriorated, prompting bilateral radical nephrectomy before renal transplantation. Detailed histopathologic examination of the specimen did not reveal any evidence of malignancy in two cryoablated sites 36 months (left kidney) and 19 months (right kidney) after the respective cryoablations.